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Fifty representatives were invited by The Ignatius Centre for social policy and research to
attend a workshop to discuss the future of the juvenile justice system in Victoria, in particular
to respond to the proposal that a second senior juvenile justice is required to deal with an
expanding population of young people in this age group who are sentenced by the courts.

Those invited represented as far as possible the key stakeholders from both government and
community organisations or institutions working in the field of juvenile justice.

The workshop was addressed by three key speakers in the morning:

! Father Peter Norden, Director of Jesuit Social Services
! Mr Paul McDonald, Director of the Youth Substance Abuse Service
! Mr Yeheudi Blacher, Director of Youth and Family Services, Victorian Department of

Human Services.

In the afternoon, there were five workshops covering the following areas of concern:

! Child Protection
! Edcuation, Training and Employment
! Youth Housing
! Health Issues
! NESB/Ethnicity Issues

CONCLUSION

The workshop concluded that there were alternative sentencing options available to
prevent the continued expansion of the adult juvenile justice population and that these
should be pursued more vigorously.

The workshops provided a number of suggestions for the way in which early
intervention and prevention could avoid a continuation of the expansion of this juvenile
offender population.

There was clear opposition to the construction of a second adult juvenile justice facility
and definite opposition expressed to the option of such a facility being tendered to a
private ‘for profit’ organisation.

For further information, contact The Ignatius Centre on 03 9427 7388.



JUVENILE JUSTICE FORUM PARTICIPANTS

Name Organisation

Judge Barnett County Court of Victoria
Diana Batzias Melbourne Juvenile Justice Centre
Yehudi Blacher DHS
Quentin Buckle SAAP
Fr Joe Caddy Catholic Social Services
Dot Campbell VicHealth
Colleen Clare CWAV
Jennifer Coate Children’s Court
Bill Couche Odyssey House Victoria
Noelle de Clifford Parkville Youth Residential Centre
Carmen Faelis Yarra City Council
Rowan Fairbairn Care & Communication & Concern
Carmel Guerra Vic. Ethnic Youth Issues
Linda Hankcock Melbourne University
Yolande Henkel Open Family Australia
Peter Higgs Macfarlane Burnett Centre
Nettie Horton Council for Homeless People
Paul Linossier MacKillop Family Services
Andrew McCallum VCOSS
Paul McDonald YSAS
David McKenzie RMIT
Paul Newland YSAS
Thami Ngwenya Kellogg Foundation
Phuong Nguyen Springvale Indo-Chinese Association
Rod Norman Youth Advisory Unit
Gill Parmenter DHS
George Patton Centre for Adolescent Health
Sylvia Pichel-Smaczny Dept of Premier and Cabinet
Bob Semmens Youth Research Centre
Raelene Stockton Grassmere Youth Services
Johan Top DHS
Fredericke Veit Centre for Adolescent Health
Bev Vines DHS
Steven Ward Grassmere Youth Services
Marilyn Webster Catholic Social Services
Angie Were Anglicare Victoria
Pip Wisdom Office of Correctional Services Comm.
Peter Barlow JSS – Brosnan Centre
Jim Carlton JSS – Brosnan Centre
Andrew Dodds JSS – Youth Grow Garden
Bernie Geary JSS – The Ignatius Centre
Russell Jeffrey JSS – Brosnan Centre
Peter Johnstone JSS – Chair of Board
Jay Jordens JSS – Vietnamese Community Support Unit
Tony Kelly JSS - TOE
David Murray JSS – The Ignatius Centre
Hieu Tan Nguyen JSS – Brosnan Centre
Peter Norden JSS – The Igatius Centre
Maree Tehan JSS – The Igatius Centre
Dave Thompson JSS – Connexions
Rob Ware JSS – Perry House
Vaughan Winther JSS – Brosnan Centre
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