No need to treat
youths as criminals

The debate on whether a youth curfew
should be imposed istaking attention
away from the important discussion on
how we can best make communities safer
places. Thereis little evidence youth
curfewshave ever heen successfulin
reducing crimerates.

What we do know, isthat this typeof
measure would take up valuable police
resources that could be directed at more
effective measures, as well as
stigmatising young peoplein our
community by treating them
as criminals.

We need to do more to prevent children
and young people from engaging in anti-
social behaviour and crime. In doing so,
we should build on knowledge and
experience of what works. In Augstralia
and many other countries thereare
programs that focus on giving at-risk
young people organised leisure activities

to both divert them from offending,and
engagethem in positiveinterests.
Already, vouth outreach workers and
youth services in Alice Springs provide
some similar opportunities to these, but
there is room for this work to be
expanded. More intensiveresponses are
needed for children and young people
who areat risk of, or alreadyengagedin
anti-social or criminal activities.
Theseresponses need to focus on the
issues that these young people face,
including problems al home, drug and
alcohol issues and mental illness. Such
supports need to he available to break the
cycles of repeat offending that are
making our communities less safe places.
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